Celebrating Elizabeth “Betty Jane”
Sandberg: Hermon’s Newest Boston Post
Cane Recipient

The Town of Hermon is pleased to recognize Elizabeth “Betty Jane” Sandberg as the newest
recipient of the Town’s Boston Post Cane.

At 98 years young, Betty Jane has called Hermon home for the past 33 years. She continues to
live independently in her Hermon home, making this recognition an especially meaningful
celebration of longevity, independence, and a life filled with family, hard work, and memorable
experiences.

Betty Jane was presented with the Boston Post Cane on September 28, 2026, by Town Clerk
Kristen Cushman and Fire Chief Cody Sullivan, continuing a New England tradition that dates
back more than a century.

Betty Jane’s life story is one of dedication, creativity, and family.

Early in her working years, she spent 12 years designing clothing for OshKosh B’gosh. At the
time, she traveled from New Jersey to New York each workday; a commute of approximately
two hours each way that included travel by bus, subway, and on foot.

She later stepped away from the workforce to become a full-time mother to her three children,
Craig, Leonard, and Jennifer. As her children grew into adulthood, Betty Jane continued to enjoy
many of the things that brought her happiness, including fishing with Craig and her husband, as
well as sewing, crocheting, and knitting.

The next chapter of her life brought her into the restaurant business alongside her husband and
Craig. Later, Betty Jane began another long career, working for Walmart for 28 years in the
fabric department; a fitting role for someone with such a lifelong love of sewing and textiles.

Her story reflects many different chapters: designer, mother, businesswoman, craftsperson,
devoted family member, and longtime member of the Hermon community.

The Boston Post Cane tradition began on August 2, 1909, when Edwin A. Grozier, publisher of
The Boston Post, distributed specially made canes to New England towns to honor each
community’s oldest resident. The original canes were made of ebony and featured decorative
gold heads. Over time, the tradition evolved, but many communities, including Hermon, have
continued to recognize their oldest residents through the Boston Post Cane.

Hermon is fortunate to still possess the original Boston Post Cane, which is preserved and
displayed at the Hermon Town Office. Rather than risk damage or loss to the historic original,



the Town presents each recipient with a ceremonial cane while preserving the original for future
generations.

Betty Jane now joins a distinguished list of Hermon residents who have received this special
honor, becoming part of a tradition that connects generations of residents through more than a
century of community history.

The Boston Post Cane is more than a recognition of age. It is an opportunity to celebrate a life
well lived and the experiences, families, careers, and memories that have helped shape our
community.

With 98 years of life experience, 33 years as a Hermon resident, and a remarkable story spanning
fashion design, family life, business, and nearly three decades in the fabric department at
Walmart, Elizabeth “Betty Jane” Sandberg now becomes part of this special piece of Hermon
history.

The Town of Hermon congratulates Betty Jane on this wonderful distinction and wishes her
continued happiness and many more years as part of our community.

Congratulations, Betty Jane!
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